[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]




                                                                             



THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 8				10/07/2012			Issue 40





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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except those of its own pleasure, its effect is not to liberate but to enslave. Speaking of those who taught that God's grace confers the freedom to engage in immoral conduct, Peter wrote, "While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage" (2 Peter 2:19).


There is simply no way around the fact that there are some "Thou shalt nots" in the Scriptures. Grace does not mean that we never have to say no -- it means that we say no to the things that we should say no to. Teaching us to "deny ungodliness," grace says that "we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age." And in this sense grace is the most powerfully motivating force in the world. Forgiven of our past acts of rebellion against God's love, we respond gratefully. We never lose our healthy respect for God's justice, but we learn to keep God's law primarily out of love and appreciation for Him. This is "renunciation" in the very highest and noblest sense, and it is by no means an infringement on our freedom. It is simply the kind of commitment that is willing to make sacrifices for the sake of love.


(Word Point – Gary Henry)














     In Judges 19 we read about a shocking crime in the town of Gibeah.  In chapter 20 we saw how Israel’s pursuit of justice led to a civil war, then to the virtual extermination of the tribe of Benjamin.  With those events behind them, the Israelites began to reflect on what had happened.   An entire tribe reduced to a few hundred refugees!  The thought of it broke their hearts.  Chapter 21 details the misguided steps that Israel took to try to salvage the situation.


     All that remained of the tribe of Benjamin were 600 warriors.  To make matters worse, the men of Israel had made a rash vow not to give their daughters to any Benjamite in marriage.  They now realized that if they kept this vow, the tribe would die out completely.  The people were filled with regret. How could they prevent Benjamin’s extinction?  As they saw it, they needed to find a way to provide wives for the few surviving Benjamites without breaking the terms of their vow.  The solution was as clever as it was cruel.


    As it turns out, the Israelites had also made another vow:  they had sworn death upon those who did not answer the call to arms at Mizpah.  A roll call found that the city of Jabesh-Gilead had sent no one to fight. So Israel quickly dispatched troops to that city with orders to destroy all its inhabitants—all, that is, except for its virgin maidens.  They were to be spared so that they could be given as wives to the Benjamites.  This way, no living man of Israel could be said to have given his daughter to Benjamin. .  “Thus human logic determined to resort to massacre of their countrymen in order to undo the results of the massacre of other 











listen to Him and do as He says.


     The “Historical appendix” of Judges 17-21 underscores the defining feature of the Judges era:  “In those days…every man did what was right in his own eyes” (17:6; 21:25).  These chapters present a sad progression from bad to worse: from corrupt worship to disregard for God’s order, to open immorality, to social chaos.  As Shane Scott wrote, “When mankind calls its own shots, the results are profligacy, perversion, and savagery.”  And capping it all off is man’s pathetic attempt to put things right without humbly seeking the Lord.


     To borrow the words of Paul, these things were “written for our instruction” (Romans 15:4).  They stand as a warning to every generation.  When it comes to obeying the will of God, we cannot be content with “sort of” or “mostly.”  We cannot give our wants priority over His words.  Not when He has shown us so dramatically where that thinking can lead us.  Seemingly small departures from God’s standard will pave the way for bigger and bigger ones.  Sin that is allowed to fester and grow in individual lives will eventually affect an entire community or even a whole nation.


     Let’s heed the words of the writer of Hebrews: For this reason we must pay closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.  For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? (He brews 2:1-3).       


__________________________





Envy is the art of counting another’s blessings instead of one’s own.


(Ruth M Walsh)





In the Days of the Judges, 


Bad Problems, Bad Solutions





By Jeff Himmel








countrymen… to undo the effects of one rash vow by the selective implementation of another” (Smith).  400 girls were brought back from Jabesh-Gilead, and Israel sent word to the Benjamite survivors to come pick up their brides.


     Of course, that still left some 200 men of Benjamin without wives.  So another plan was hatched—one far less violent, but no less shameful.  There was soon to be a feast to God at the city of Shiloh.  During the feast, the maidens of Shiloh would be performing their customary dance outside the city.  Israel’s plan was for the men of Benjamin to hide in the nearby vineyards.  When the maidens came out to do their dance, each Benjamite would rush out and grab himself a wife!  When the feast day came, that’s precisely what the men of Benjamin did.  (Picture 200 men carrying off their wives, cave-man style!)  Since the girls technically weren’t given to Benjamin, their fathers and brothers would not be held guilty of breaking their vow.


     Their conscience now satisfied, the Israelites disbanded their force and returned home. What a mess!


     The lesson of Judges 21 is that two wrongs (or three) don’t make a right.  Israel’s guilt over nearly destroying Benjamin made them desperate.  Their desire to correct the situation was admirable; but instead of appealing to the Lord, they resorted to their own ingenuity.  What resulted were the disgraceful “solutions” at Jabesh-Gilead and Shiloh.  Let this remind us that we can’t fix the mess of sin through our own devices.  That will only lead to more problems.  “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12).  God alone has the answers; we need to 











Grace Teaches Us to Say No


For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live�soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age.


(Titus 2:11,12)


God's grace means that we've been liberated from the guilt of our past sins and made free to do what is right in the present. It does not mean that we are free to do anything we please. To those who might see grace in this kind of permissive way, Paul asked, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?" (Romans 6:1,2). Grace means that we have "died to sin," and if we are sincere in seeking God, then this is a truth that we must take very seriously.


There is a difference between "freedom" and "licentiousness." Our English word "licentiousness," like its cousin "license," comes from the Latin licentia, which meant freedom. But licentiousness is not true freedom; it is nothing more than the lack of restraint. It is the stolen freedom of the person who disregards the rules of reality and throws discipline to the wind. But because licentious conduct respects no standards 














FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood;        


 Elaine Clem’s cousin Michelle Davis who has 


cancer. Chris and Rhetta Roy


Jack and Joyce Green he is recovering from 


knee replacement and she is working through a


 lot of pain. Pam Martin has a broken ankle;


 Patty Young recovering from surgery on Friday


 to fix her arm. 


Congregations to Brad and Alex On the birth of 


Baby Briley (soon to be spoiled). All are doing 


well. 


Many of our number who are traveling.


________________________________________





Make your plans to attend our


Gospel Meeting with Bro. Jim Jonas


Oct. 19 - 21, 2012


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Mark Bowman


 Song Leader----Drew Bowman


Lord's Supper---Adam Kreis


   Asst. 1-----Garrett Douthitt 


   Asst. 2-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 3-----Don Gilbert


   Asst. 4-----Collins Boakye


   Asst. 5-----David Nash 


2nd Prayer---Sam Adams Jr.


Read Scripture---Jeff Lacquement 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---Ross Statham 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Justin Douthitt


Song Leader---Chantz Adams


2ed Prayer---Romayne Stephenson


Read Scripture---Lloyd Jackson 


Sermon-----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Adam Kreis


Announcements—Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---George Wilson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Anthony Lynch


 Invitation---Roger Pink


 Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














